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Hungarian Workers’ Party

Speech of Gyula Thürmer, 

president of the Hungarian Workers’ Party 

(Brussels, 30 September 2013)

Dear Comrades,

On behalf of the Hungarian Workers’ Party I would like to thank the CP of Greece for organising the meeting of the European Communist parties. 

We confirm once again our solidarity with the Greek communists and condemn the criminal attack of the fascist Golden Dawn against the KKE.

Fascism is a weapon of capitalism. Capitalist forces begin to use it now more and more. They are concerned about the possible social consequences of the actual crisis. They want to manipulate the working masses and prevent the further strengthening of the communist movement. We should tell the people clearly: the so-called anti-capitalism, anti-monopolism of the extreme right is a barefaced lie. They do not want to change capitalism. They will not solve the crisis in favour of the workers. The communist parties mean the only hope for the working masses.

Comrades,

The events of the recent period confirm our principal evaluation of contemporary capitalism. Capitalism is in crisis and capitalism is not able to overcome this crisis. It is facing historical and structural problems. The current crisis is not the product of financial policies but a reflection of the conflict between overproduction, the decrease in the rate of profit, the social character of production and the concentration of the means of production in the hands of monopolies.

In Hungary there are more and more people who recognise that capitalism is bad. The politicians can be stupid and they are stupid very often indeed. But political stupidity alone does not cause mass unemployment and poverty. It is capitalism to be responsible for poverty, difficult working conditions, unemployment, reactionism and wars.

We should see one more thing. Crisis itself does not lead automatically to a revolutionary upheaval. We could see in the recent period that class struggle has its ups and downs. The working masses need more concrete life experience to understand that socialism is the only real way to give them a better life. We should teach them; we should convince them that the communist program is not a beautiful dream. It is a program, which we can turn into reality.

We are on the right way even if it is a long way. Look at the mass demonstrations in Greece!  Look at the fight against government's tough austerity measures in Portugal! Look at the experience of our Turkish comrades in the Istanbul Gezi Park!

Our experience in Hungary also confirms that we are on the right way. People respect our party, because they know that we have been fighting for them, for the working masses in the recent 25 years of Hungarian capitalism. We are together with the people when the authorities evict them from their flats and houses because they cannot pay their loans. We are together with them when they protest against austerity measures.

We are convinced that the lack of a future for capitalism creates a great opportunity for the international communist movement.  We should strengthen our revolutionary spirit. We should fight back liberal and social democratic tendencies. We should strengthen the ideological unity of our movement.  

Capitalism uses the reformist forces against us. In Hungary we see the activisation of the European Left. They finance Leftist jamborees in Budapest. They launched the Internet-site of Transform (European network for alternative thinking and political dialogue) in Hungarian language. Comrades, it is an enormous danger because the majority of the Hungarians does not speak foreign languages. And we are not able yet to translate the materials of the communist movement into Hungarian. Because of the lack of money.

Now, on the eve of the European Parliamentary elections the reformist forces try to push their slogans into the mind of the people. They want to convince Hungarians that the EU is generally a good organisation and it will be a perfect one if to be converted into a „Social Europe.” Now they propagate the idea of „Unconditional Basic Income.” 

We should tell the people that the EU is not a charity organisation. It serves the interest of big capital. We should convince people that „Unconditional Basic Income” is impossible in capitalism. And those who propagate it want to undermine the class struggle of the working masses. We should explain to the people that it is of no use to expect gifts from the Bourgeoisie. If we want something, we should fight for it.

Comrades,

The Hungarian Workers’ Party believes in internationalism. We believe that we have a common enemy and we should fight together against this enemy. 

We participate in the international meetings of the communist and workers parties. Thanks to the Portuguese comrades for organising it this year.

We support the traditional meetings of the European communists and we wish to continue it. This yearly exchange of opinions is very useful.

Our co-operation is good, but not effective enough. What do our communists see? We speak too much, and in reality we do much less. Our common actions mean only common declarations. And what we do, does not affect the internal life of our party. We do not get really additional force from our co-operation. 

Let’s change this situation, comrades! We support the idea of the CP of Greece to establish a new form of co-operation, the „Initiative of the communist and workers’ parties in order to study and elaborate European issues and to co-ordinate their activities”.  This new form of co-operation will not solve our problems automatically but it can open new ways for us. We can use the valuable experiences of our movement and hold high the banner of internationalism.

We must not close our eyes, comrades! All what we see in Europe, – including fascism, anti-communist laws, the unconditional refuse of the socialist period of the Eastern European countries – is the result of the fully co-ordinated actions of capitalist forces. The European Left in the EU generally, the Syriza in Greece, the social-liberal parties in Hungary – it is also the result of the co-ordinated actions of capitalist forces against us. 

The capitalist forces know very well that we cannot seize the power today. But they know also that we represent a new human world, which will replace their anti-human capitalist world. Do not have illusions! What we face now is not a pleasant discussion of gentlemen about common European future. It is fight for life and death. We want to live, comrades!

 



